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When History Can Hurt You...

The NASA Wallops Flight Facility is a quiet and tranquil place compared to its early days when the
original owners took great pride in blowing the daylights out of it! The U.S. Navy and Naval
Aviation Ordnance Test Station (NAOTS) conducted research and development for weapons
training both on the Main Base and on Wallops Island that left some unwanted items behind.
These items include practice bombs, debris from spent munitions, and unexploded munitions or
duds. All of these items are collectively referred to as Munitions and Explosives of Concern
(MEC). We have all witnessed fireworks debris and the occasional “dud” during Fourth of July cele-
brations. The problem with military debris and “duds” is that they may still contain real, live explosives.
This is a much larger concern than the typical firecracker.

years and don’t look like their original color or shape. The Navy had numerous documented areas
where munitions were handled or used (ammunition storage areas, target areas and gun ranges). MEC
have also been found in unlikely locations. MEC have been excavated as fill dirt and moved during
construction activities, or moved with the sands due to tides and storms. NASA has found MEC on
the island in several locations including areas near Building X-30, Z-100 Camera Stand, and numerous
areas on northern Wallops Island. In addition, MEC has been detected near the Visitor Center and Boat
Basin, and on the Main Base (near N-222 and B-30).

If you happen to come across anything that you suspect might be a MEC: Don’t Touch It. The explosive
material can become very unstable over the years and just the act of moving it may cause it to detonate.
Most munitions will not look like a rocket or a bomb. Over the years they will have rusted, corroded,
broken into pieces and may appear to just be a rusty hunk of metal. Use caution with any unknown W
item that meets this description. Use special care if you are on the island or near the beach areas as the
shifting sands will expose items over time. While a majority of the older munitions found are benign
target munitions, you will not be able to tell that from a visual inspection. In fact, even the experts in mu-
nitions will not just pick up and transport older munitions of unknown stability. They will simply place a
small charge near it and blow it up in place. These are not any type of souvenirs you want to take home. Not only is it
against the law, it puts you, your family, and your neighbors at risk.
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If you see (RECOGNIZE) any item that appears to be MEC do the following:

(-0 . e & 6y e Don’t touch anything.

B o) e Leave (RETREAT) the immediate area.

B 9 8 oSt e Call911 (REPORT) from any Wallops phone, or 757-824-1333 from an outside
S =3 / m phone or cell phone, and tell the dispatcher where the item is located.

250 Ib. bomb found on the north end of e Wait for Security to arrive and secure the area.

Wallops Island . e Do not cross any security tape or enter any MEC identified area.
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Key Points to Remember:

e North Wallops Island was used by the Navy and NAOTS as a munitions test area.

e  There is potential to encounter MEC anywhere on Wallops Island (see photo to left)
due to construction fill practices.
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